Digital Kenyon: Research,
Scholarship, and Creative Exchange
The Kenyon Collegian

College Archives

12-7-2017

Kenyon Collegian - December 7, 2017

Follow this and additional works at: https://digital.kenyon.edu/collegian

Recommended Citation
"Kenyon Collegian - December 7, 2017" (2017). The Kenyon Collegian. 2448.
https://digital.kenyon.edu/collegian/2448

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the College Archives at Digital Kenyon: Research,
Scholarship, and Creative Exchange. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Kenyon Collegian by an authorized
administrator of Digital Kenyon: Research, Scholarship, and Creative Exchange. For more information, please
contact noltj@kenyon.edu.

ESTABLISHED 1856

December 7, 2017

Greek Council fears
party culture at risk

ANNA LIBERTIN

Vol. CXLV, No. 12
HARRIS WHITE | STAFF WRITER

AND

NOAH NASH | NEWS EDITOR

Members of Greek life and the Office of Student Engagement are locked in an ongoing
debate over the new Bring Your Own Beverage (BYOB) policy. Some members of Greek organizations say that the new policy will stifle campus party culture, while administrators say
the policy will require student accountability and teach low-risk practices.
BYOB is a potential new party option that involves a closed guest list party where 21 and
over guests can bring their own alcohol and can only drink what they bring. Greek Council
is concerned the introduction of a BYOB option would prevent Greek organizations from
hosting all-campus parties due to the college’s policy aligning with Greek organizations’ national regulations. This is just one example of a greater
frustration felt by members of Greek Council towards the decision making process for College policy.
Greek Council recently sent a series of recommendations
to President Sean Decatur, expressing concern about both the
actions of the Alcohol Task Force Steering Committee and the
results of the K-Card access policy that was instituted at the beginning of this academic year. These recommendations mostly deal with
changes to the process by which administrators solicit student input
on policy decisions.
“I think [the recommendations are] all part of a bigger issue
of how we are starting to see Kenyon’s campus culture shift and I
think it’s of primary concern to Greek Council that our community
remain open and inclusive,” Director of Outreach for Greek Council
Jess Kusher ’19 said.
In September 2016, Decatur created the Alcohol Task Force (ATF), a
group composed of students, faculty, trustees and staff, to investigate the
presence and consumption of alcohol on Kenyon’s campus. The ATF created a list of recommendations to address problems concerning high-risk
alcohol practices.
The following March, the ATF presented a report to Decatur that recommended that the College “encourage alternatives to drinking, teach lowrisk practices in alcohol consumption, require accountability, enhance and
clarify policies, and support students struggling to make appro- page 3

Kenyon falls under the
shadow of House and Senate bills

Safety officers go
through anti-bias training
KIM DAVIDSON

After incidents of alleged racial profiling over the summer, Hooper approached College about anti-bias training.
BILL GARDNER
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

The Office of Campus Safety participated in anti-bias training over Thanksgiving break with Keane Tony, a former
Canton police sergeant and former director of Campus Safety at University of
Mount Union. The training follows incidents of alleged racial profiling that occurred on campus over the summer.
“This is something that [Director of
Campus Safety Bob Hooper] and I have
been talking about since the incident that
occurred between the Kenyon Young
Writers and the Knox County Sheriff
deputy,” Vice President of Student Affairs

Meredith Bonham ’92 said. “Our Campus
Safety Officers are working with a more
diverse student population than they have
in the past.”
The training comes at a time when
law enforcement’s treatment of people of
color is receiving national scrutiny, especially after a string of highly publicized
police shootings in which unarmed black
men were killed. According to the Washington Post’s police shooting database, 18
unarmed black men have been killed this
year by law enforcement. In an interview
with the Collegian, the highchool students
involved in the incident with the KCSO
deputy said they felt targeted because of

their race, and two said they would not
apply to Kenyon because of the treatment
they experienced. After the incident,
Hooper approached Bonham to discuss
the possibility of anti-bias training for
Safety officers.
Bonham said the College extended an
invitation to members of KCSO to attend
the anti-bias training session. Captain Jay
Sheffer wrote in an email to the Collegian
that he was not aware of an invitation to
attend.
“I checked with the patrol Lt., Sheriff
… none were aware of the training,” Sheffer wrote. “So no units attended the training with Security. The Office page 3
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Village Record
Nov. 14-Dec. 6

Nov. 14, 9:32 p.m. — Multiple students were found engaging in drug use on South Campus.
Nov. 18, 1:49 p.m. — Drugs and paraphernalia were confiscated from a student residence on South
Campus.
Nov. 30, 10:55 p.m. — Headphones were reported missing from a common area.
Dec. 3, 12:00 a.m. — An underage student was found intoxicated on South Campus.
Dec. 3, 1:55 a.m. — A student was cited for underage drinking on North Campus by a deputy from
the Knox County Sheriff’s Office.

DivestKenyon clashes with the
Board of Trustees over investment
MAYA LOWENSTEIN
ASSOCIATE COPY EDITOR

In the spring of 2017, DivestKenyon (Divest) staged a
demonstration on the seal in
the entrance to Peirce Dining Hall, handed out f lyers
and organized an overnight
protest, during which students slept in tents on Ransom Lawn. Divest is a student
organization that encourages
the College to divest from the
fossil fuel industry and pledge
against future investment in
private prison industries.
This fall, the Divest movement at Kenyon has been quieter.
But a clash between Divest
and the Board of Trustees occurred in late October, when
the Board came to campus between Oct. 26 and 27 for their
annual fall meeting.
Carley Townsend ’20, a
member of Divest, spoke with
Board member Samie Kim
Falvey and two other members of Divest met with member Wendy Webster P’18 to
ask the Board to officially
pledge that the College would
not invest in private prisons. According to Townsend,
those two other Divest members who met with Webster
were told that the trustees
would not sign the pledge.
On Oct. 24, faculty and
students were invited to a
Divest Teach-In discussion

in the Horn Gallery to talk
about the “political, economical, environmental and philosophical implications of the
divest movement,” according to a student-info email.
The Teach-In contributed to
an ongoing discussion about
the national Divest movement
and its role at Kenyon.
Townsend said the goal of
the organization is to encourage Kenyon to “divest from
the fossil fuel industry and
pledge not to invest in the private prison industry because
both are inherent problems
of systemic racism.” Private
prisons are incarceration centers that are owned by thirdparty companies and contracted by the government.
Divest also opposes environmental
racism,
the
idea that large corporations
choose to develop in low socioeconomic and marginalized areas where individuals
may lack the resources and
platform to voice their opposition.
Townsend
pointed
to
the Dakota Access Pipeline
(DAPL) as an example of environmental racism. DAPL
now runs from North Dakota,
across the Midwest and into
Illinois, cutting through a location near the Standing Rock
Sioux reservation in North
Dakota and threatening their
access to water.
Professor of Sociology
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Global Kenyon: Trump
to move Israeli embassy
EMILY BIRNBAUM
NEWS EDITOR

Global Kenyon is the Collegian’s recurring international
news feature. Because these pieces
will be short, we hope they will inspire readers to conduct research
about the global world on their
own.
President Donald Trump formally recognized Jerusalem as
the capital of Israel on Dec. 6 in
a move that he called “a recognition of reality.” This declaration
marks a reversal of seven decades
of American foreign policy, according to the New York Times.
Historically, the U.S. government
avoided suggesting what should
happen to Jerusalem, a holy city
for Jews, Muslims and Christians
alike.
The status of Jerusalem is a
point of significant tension between Palestinians and Israelis,
with both groups claiming religious, historical and political
rights to the land. Trump’s declaration is the first step in a plan to
move the American embassy from
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem — a move
that is widely celebrated among
Israelis and derided among Arab
leaders, including President of
the Palestinian National Authority Mahmoud Abbas. Abbas said
the decision would have dangerous consequences, according to a
Dec. 6 Al Jazeera article.
“I think [President Trump] is
creating more instability in an
unstable area,” Professor of Religious Studies Miriam DeanOtting said. After the announcement, demonstrations broke out
in the Gaza Strip, a Palestinian
territory. Residents of Palestinian city Bethlehem switched off
the city’s Christmas tree lights in
protest of the declaration, according to Dec. 6 articles from Reuters
and Al Jazeera.
Professor of Political Science
Fred Baumann predicts some immediate volatility in the region,
but he believes Trump’s decision could aid the peace process.
“When you recognize Jerusalem
as the capital of Israel — which
it obviously is and has been since
1948 [the year of Israel’s incep-

tion] — what you’re doing is
you’re telling the Arabs, in particular the Palestinians, ‘The train is
leaving. If you want to get something, now is the time to make a
deal,’” Baumann said.
In 1947, the United Nations
created a partition plan that designated Jerusalem as an “international city.” Though there have
been several violent wars and
failed peace negotiations since
this designation, Jerusalem has
retained its ambiguous place under international law, according
to a Dec. 6 NPR article.
Megan Carr ’18, an Islamic
civilization and cultures concentrator, said Jerusalem’s ambiguous place as an international
protectorate gave people a sense
of hope in a peaceful future — a
hope that she feels is now lost.
Trump has often touted the
goal of peace in the Middle East,
but has not released a comprehensive plan to achieve a resolution to the Israeli/Palestinian
conflict.
“Jerusalem is the capital of
Israel, and it has been the religious center of the Jewish people
for thousands of years,” President of Kenyon Students for Israel Ben Reingold ’20 said. “However, I would have preferred if
the Trump administration had
outlined a peace plan before announcing this move.”
Trump’s rhetoric echoes declarations made by far-right Israeli leaders who frequently assert
Jerusalem’s position as Israel’s
“rightful” capital.
“The most powerful nation in
the world just basically reinforced
the position of the far right-wing
in Israel, which is that, ‘There’s no
such thing as the Palestinian people, no such thing as a Palestinian
nation,’” Professor of Religious
Studies Vernon Schubel said. “It
should be obvious that if one is
Palestinian, this would be really
painful. This would hurt.”
Dean-Otting hopes Americans who care about the conflict
will hit the books. “The most important thing that Americans can
do is to read widely and to listen
to as many different voices on this
as possible,” Dean-Otting said.
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Greek Council wary of BYOB effects Anti-bias training aims
to prevent profiling
Continued from Page 1

priate choices.” In their report,
the ATF came to the conclusion
that binge drinking was a “significant concern” at Kenyon, and
that hard alcohol and especially
“pre-gaming” with hard alcohol
was an important aspect of that
concern.
Following the ATF report, the
Steering Committee was created
early in the fall semester to follow through on the report’s recommendations. Over the course
of the semester, the committee
worked with the Office of Student
Engagement (OSE) to expand the
number of options for student socialization on campus. The most
significant of those options has
been the OSE’s introduction of
the BYOB event pilot program.
BYOB provides a party option
for Greek organizations that currently cannot host parties because
of conflicts between national Fraternal Information Programming
Group (FIPG) regulations and
the alcohol policy of the College.
These groups include Beta Theta Pi and Phi Kappa Sigma. The
OSE extended the BYOB pilot
program through the end of the
spring 2018 semester.
Laura Kane, director of student
engagement and a member of the
Steering Committee, believes that
adding BYOB as a permanent option would be a positive change.
“We have an obligation for our
organizations that are required
to comply with FIPG,” Kane said.
“We have a duty to make [compliance with FIPG] work for them
and to provide an additional option of BYOB allows that to hap-

pen. BYOB creates a more desirable option.”
While the Steering Committee
has a positive opinion of BYOB,
there is growing concern, particularly from Greek Council, that
the introduction of BYOB may
have some other consequences.
As part of the recommendations
that Greek Council recently submitted to Decatur, the Council
generally agreed that BYOB parties “would lead to pregaming
and other dangerous forms of alcohol consumption.”
Paul Murphy ’18 said changing the BYOB policy so that it
aligns with the FIPG regulations
of some Greek organizations
would have drastic effects on the
party culture at Kenyon. In the
past, some Greek organizations
followed the Kenyon party rules
and not the regulations of FIPG
because the rules did not align.
“From what I understand, going forward in the next semester
to a year, there will no longer be
all-campus parties or open events
hosted by fraternities,” Murphy
said while expressing his concern
during a Student Council meeting on Nov. 7.
The series of recommendations also includes the request
that the Steering Committee be
disbanded and be replaced with
another committee of Campus
Senate’s choosing.
No policies or changes in policy have emerged from the ATF
report, according to Meredith
Harper Bonham ’92, vice president for Student Affairs and the
chair of the Steering Committee.
The recommendations from
Greek Council also lay out concerns that the new K-Card ac-

cess policy, under which students
have access to their own residence halls only, restricts access
to division/theme housing, which
“ma[kes] members feel less safe
and supported.” In the document,
Greek Council says restricted access interferes with the ideal of
Greek life as a source of “bonding” for students on campus; the
new policy “impede[s] the function of Greek Life at Kenyon” by
making campus-wide events for
recruitment, theme housing, or
other social events more difficult
as a result of the limited access
to residence halls. The document
also notes the Council’s belief
that the K-Card access policy was
implemented undemocratically
and bypassed Campus Senate,
and that the findings from community meetings held on the issue were mischaracterized.
However, Bonham cautions
that students will not have the
ability to vote if changes do eventually occur as a result of the committee’s actions. “I don’t think it’s
appropriate nor commonplace for
all policy changes to be put to a
vote by the student body,” Bonham said. “We bring any potential policy changes or concerns
to the appropriate governance
body and then that body discusses them, maybe brings it back to
constituents, and then provides
us with that feedback and student
reaction. But we are not going to
have students vote on all College
policies.”
On Friday, Dec. 8, members of
the ATF Steering Committee will
be in Peirce Dining Hall between
11 a.m. and 1 p.m. in order to answer questions and receive feedback from students.

Continued from Page 1

just went through an upgrade
(September – October) and changed
email providers, so something might
have been lost in the transition.”
Hooper said that this is the first
time Safety officers have received anti-bias training in about six years. He
said he is not aware of any incidents
where Safety officers showed bias,
but said the College and the Safety
Office would launch a full-scale investigation if an incident occurred.
He promised to follow up with more
training session over the next few
years.
Bonham said there was an additional incident this summer between
a Kenyon Educational Enrichment
Program (KEEP) student of color and
a Safety officer she was made aware
of, but that the student did not come
forward with a formal complaint.
Jacky Neri Arias ’13, assistant director of the Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (ODEI), said that she
was in contact with that particular
student. She said that a Campus Safety officer found two KEEP students
waiting in the Watson Residence Hall
lounge for their laundry. The officer
told them to get their laundry and
leave immediately, without checking
their IDs, even though they repeatedly told the Safety officers that they
were KEEP students, according to
Arias. One of the two students called
Arias, who set up a meeting with
Campus Safety.
“I had several conversations with
safety, VP Bonham, Dean Kennerly
and the KEEP faculty about the importance of bias training so that students, faculty and staff of color aren’t

doubted as being Kenyon affiliates
simply because of the color of their
skin,” Arias wrote in an email to the
Collegian.
Hooper said Tony, who conducted
the two-hour training and teaches
diversity training to police officers
throughout Ohio, asked the officers
to think about how they interact with
students, and highlighted the many
cultural differences students or people might have over Thanksgiving
Break. He also said Tony provided examples of a number of police officers
who let their bias affect their actions.
Tony said one incident he remembers in particular is a University of
Cincinnati Police officer who shot an
unarmed black man in 2015 while he
was in his car and then lied in his report of the incident, saying that the
man tried to run him over.
Tony said that the key to acting
without bias is to achieve self-awareness. He said law enforcement and
Safety officers must take a critical
look at themselves if they wish to act
without discrimination. During the
training, he highlights the difference
between implicit bias, or subconscious bias, and explicit bias, which
is a conscious bias one holds towards
a certain group of people. Tony said
they must recognize the bias they may
harbor within themselves in order to
move forward.
“You’ve got to say, ‘How do I really
feel about individuals who have membership in certain groups,’ whether
groups are sexually oriented based,
culturally based, ethnically based or
gender based,” Tony said. “And once
you do that, that’s the first step towards changing behavior, changing
interaction and better communication.”

Academic Affairs survey finds confusion regarding Turnitin
RONAN ELLIOTT
STAFF WRITER

The student members of the Academic Infractions Board are advising that the
school implement Turnitin, an online
program for submitting assignments,
across a number of classes on campus,
particularly introductoryß courses. This
suggestion was made partially due to a
review of the results from a recent voluntary survey sent to students via email.
The survey, assembled by the Committee of Academic Services, collected
opinions from students of all grade levels
on topics like the senior exercise (comps)
and academic advising. Turnitin makes
it easier for professors to check papers
for plagiarism. The program is already
used by a number of courses at Kenyon,
particularly in the biology and chemistry
departments. While the response to Turnitin has been generally positive, some
students expressed concerns regarding
its expansion into other courses. Anxieties ranged from worries that professors
would have reduced control over their
own teaching methods, to questions of
intellectual property ownership, according to the survey. Some students believed
that once they had submitted a paper to

Turnitin, they would no longer have the
right to publish it elsewhere.
“Another [concern] was that it would
affect the student-faculty trust relationship,” Sriya Chadalavada ’19, student
chair of the Committee of Academic
Services, said. “From the onset it would
be assumed that someone out there
was cheating, and you would always be
checked, or they were always watching
you.”
While Chadalavada believes that
many of the students’ concerns are valid,
she said the benefits of Turnitin ultimately outweigh its downsides. According to
Turnitin’s privacy pledge, the company
doesn’t claim property rights to anything
submitted, and the Academic Affairs
Committee doesn’t plan to force professors to implement the program.
Moreover, Turnitin educates students
about the dangers of plagiarism, an issue Chadalavada thinks is particularly
important. Chadalavada is a member of
the Academic Infractions Board, and often deals with students who plagiarized
an assignment without meaning to do so.
“If a freshman [commits plagiarism],
the understanding is that they didn’t understand what plagiarism was,” Chada-

COURTESY OF ACADEMIC AFFAIRS

The Academic Affairs survey showed that many students are not looking forward to
their senior exercies; it also found concern about extending Turnitin to other courses.

lavada explained. “It’s understood that
they’re a freshman and they just got to
Kenyon. Versus if a senior comes in, then
it’s very hard to be lenient. If possible,
students should understand very early
on what plagiarism is.”
Other findings of the survey include
general satisfaction with faculty mentorship programs and some concern regarding the fairness of senior comprehensive
exercises across departments. While Ac-

ademic Affairs doesn’t have the authority to change anything on campus, they
have presented their findings at faculty
meetings and received positive reactions.
“Professors had a lot of engaging questions to ask,” Chadalavada told us, “and I
answered them to the best of our ability. I
don’t know if they’ll definitely make any
policy changes, but I think they will be
considered and will be used in a productive manner.”
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SHANE CANFIELD

The new solar panels on the roof of the Village Market are the third such set installed since 2015. The previous two are located on the Kenyon Farm and the Village Inn roof.

Solar power class flips the switch on newest solar panel set
Jerry Kelly ’96 and Assistant Professor Eric Holdener co-teach the class on solar energy.
BETUL AYDIN
STAFF WRITER

On Dec. 4, the “Solar Power Systems: Science, Policy and Practicum”
environmental studies class hosted a
flip-the-switch event and turned on
the solar panels installed on the Village Market apartments. During this
public event, members of the class
went the system sites to activate the
solar panels.
“We are building a constellation of solar systems that ultimately,
building by building, site by site, will
offset a significant share of utility
power that normally would be used
at that site,” said Jerry Kelly ’96, who
co-teaches the course, before the solar panels were generated.
Kelly team-teaches this class

alongside Assistant Professor of
Physics and Scientific Computing Eric Holdener. Previously, Kelly
worked for a solar company in Athens, Ohio. He wanted to incorporate solar energy on campus and
proposed a course description to the
College in 2015, and has been teaching the class for four semesters. Each
semester, students investigate locations on campus that could benefit
from solar power and are also involved in the installation of projects
from the previous semester’s class.
“We have been very impressed
with the students, with the way that
they engage with the information,
and with their devotion to the larger
concept of clean energy,” Kelly said.
Audrey Neubauer ’19 said the

course helped her become more optimistic about the state of the environment. “I realized that there is a lot being done that we don’t see,” Neubauer
said. “We hear about all these terrible
things — climate change, and everything is just very upsetting, but there
is a lot being done behind the scenes
that is probably going to become
more apparent in the next decade or
so.”
In addition to installing those at
the Market apartments, in the past
semesters, the class also helped install
solar panels on the Kenyon Farm in
2015, and the Village Inn in 2017.
“Solar electric is not the ultimate
solution,” Kelly said. “It is a transitional solution.”
Although the solar panels will off-

set some of Gambier’s energy, Kelly
said solar energy has several drawbacks. Panels needs a vast space to
generate a small amount of energy
and the panels do not store energy.
On cloudy days, or during the night,
solar panels cannot provide energy.
Some of the older buildings on campus are not suitable for solar arrays either; buildings need a certain type of
infrastructure on the roof and should
face the direction it can receive an
abundant amount of sunlight.
“Solar could be a bridge — over
the next 20, 30, 40 years — to get us
to the point where we have an even
better solution,” Kelly said.
The current students are looking into the Kenyon Athletic Center,
the Brown Family Environmental

Center, the Kenyon Bookstore (the
portion under construction) and
the Health and Counseling Center
as other potential locations for solar
panels.
“We could point to this and say
‘We did this, this is something that
we are doing to help make Kenyon
greener,’” Mary Liz Brady ’18, a student in the class, said.
Next week, five groups from the
current class will present their own
projects as part of a requirement for
the course; one of these projects will
be selected for installment for the upcoming class to flip the switch.
“This has been a great class this
semester ... and all of them have been
very interesting, worthwhile endeavours,” Holdener said.

House and Senate tax bills affect cost of higher education
TOMMY JOHNSON
NEWS ASSISTANT

The House and the Senate both passed
their respective tax plans last month. While
the bills’ most controversial reforms do not
specifically target Kenyon, President Sean Decatur said in an interview with the Collegian
that he sees them as “a call for institutions that
includes places like Kenyon to better make the
case of why we are a place that is important
and relevant to broader society.”
The House bill, in its current form, repeals
tax deductions for student loans and taxes
graduate school tuition waivers as income.
It also includes a provision eliminating taxexempt private activity bonds, which Kenyon
has used to help fund projects like Peirce Dining Hall renovations and the construction of
the Kenyon Athletic Center. While the Senate
bill includes none of these three provisions, it
shares the tax bill’s plan to tax endowments,
though at a threshold of $500,000 per student
rather than $250,000. Both plans double the
standard deduction rate, which could lower
the financial incentive of charitable giving.
The proposed taxes on graduate school
tuition waivers would make graduate school
education more expensive for students who
receive them. Eighteen percent of Kenyon students go to graduate or professional schools

immediately after graduation. Seventy percent
of students “further their education” within
five years of graduating and over 50 percent
of students eventually earn advanced degrees,
according to Kenyon’s website. Decatur suggested that for prospective graduate students,
the Senate bill in its current form was much
more appealing than the House bill.
Now that the Senate bill has passed 51-49,
it will have to be reconciled with the House
bill, meaning that House members will have
a chance to negotiate in conference with the
Senate over what aspects of their bill they
would like to see reflected in the final legislation.
Once the two chambers have come to an
agreement, they will have to pass the same
piece of legislation before it can be signed by
President Donald Trump. They are facing a
time crunch, as the House adjourns for the
year on Dec. 14 and the Senate on Dec. 15. If
the chambers manage to get the bill to Trump
in time and he signs it, it would go into effect
on Jan. 1.
Regarding private activity bonds, the College took out bonds for the West Quad project last week, so even if that provision in the
House bill makes it into the final legislation,
the bonds for this specific construction project would continue to be tax exempt.
The House bill also targets benefits college

employee dependents receive, according to
the Chronicle for Higher Education. Currently,
Kenyon employees’ dependents are eligible for
a tuition remission exchange program among
schools in the Great Lakes Colleges Association.
The remitted tuition would become taxable income, potentially altering the tax
bracket Kenyon employees who use the program fall into and increasing their tax rate by
thousands of dollars, according to Vice President of Finance Todd Burson.
Decatur also expressed concerns over the
excise tax on endowments, which is a tax that
will take 1.4 percent of an endowment’s net investment income if that endowment reaches a
threshold of $500,000 per student according
to the Senate plan, $250,000 per student in the
House plan.
As of June 2017, our endowment sits at
$238 million, or approximately $140,000 per
student, according to Vice President of Finance Todd Burson.
While Burson remarked that it is good that
these higher thresholds will not impact Kenyon, whose peer institutions typically have
much larger endowments, it sets a dangerous
precedent.
Decatur and Vice President for College
Relations Heidi McCrory both expressed concerns about tax reform’s impact on charitable

giving. Both the Senate and House plans double the standard tax deduction, the amounts
taken off any tax form regardless of charitable
giving.
McCrory also worries that increasing the
exemption level on estate taxes, a sign that
they might be eliminated altogether in the future, might impact bequests, which make up
18 percent to 25 percent of all charitable gifts,
including a $12 million donation Kenyon received last year for the purpose of financial
aid.
The House and Senate have made the argument that their reforms will boost income and
thus boost charitable giving, regardless of the
change to the standard deduction. McCrory
said she has seen no data to support their assertions.
From Decatur’s point of view, these two
proposals represent a retreat from a view the
federal government has held since the Truman administration: that higher education
is crucial to American society and economic
vitality.
“If we want our graduates to go on, and they
do go on, to be leaders in their communities,
then we need to model that by being a good institutional citizen in the way we connect with
folks locally, with folks in the region,” he said.
“And then doing our part to address important issues that impact central Ohio.”

Thursday, Dec. 7

FEATURES

kenyoncollegian.com

5

Kenyon employee discusses Jiu-Jitsu and championship win
Chris Tedjeske reflects on his path to becoming an international gold medalist in Australia.
DORA SEGALL
FEATURES EDITOR

Brazilian, or Gracie, Jiu-Jitsu, which involves grappling
alone, Tedjeske focuses more
Utility
person
Chris on the Brazilian form of the
Tedjeske has worked various martial art.
maintenance jobs at Kenyon
Although he trains less ofsince 1997. He now does utili- ten than he used to, Tedjeske
ty for the boiler room, located tries to attend Team Chitwood
at the facility up the road from Martial Arts and Fitness in
the Kenyon Athletic Center. Lexington, Ohio, where he
But recently, Tedjeske, an Ap- practices two to three times
ple Valley resident, has made a week. His coach, Sean Chita remarkable accomplishment wood, has been doing Jiu-Jitsu
in a beloved hobby: becom- for 37 years and started the
ing an international Jiu-Jitsu academy 24 years ago. About
champion.
a year ago, Chitwood be“I’m fascinated with the came the grappling coach for
learning of it. … It’s con- the national team, headed by
stant learnBob Steins,
ing, and it’s
and brought
I didn’t think
never
goeight
ath[practicing Jiu- letes from
ing to end,”
Jitsu] was going to last
Tedjeske
his
studio
said of his more than a day. I just
with him.
passion for fell in love with it.
“In
the Japanese
all this travmartial art, Chris Tedjeske
eling ... you
which
he
get to meet
began pracsome really
ticing about 10 years ago. “I interesting people,” Tedjeske
didn’t think [practicing Jiu- said of Steins and other masJitsu] was going to last more ters of Ju-Jitsu with whom he
than a day, maybe a month,” trained. Among them is Tony
Tedjeske. “I just fell in love Maynard, a member of the
with it.” Since then, Tedjeske World Martial Arts Hall of
advanced to obtain a black Fame.
belt and in 2015 began travelAccording to Chitwood,
ing with the U.S. national Jiu- Tedjeske had to practice, travel
Jitsu team.
and diet for almost two years
Although he has learned in order to reach the level of
both combat, which involves success that he has. “You sacstriking and grappling, and rifice sleep, you sacrifice time

“
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COURTESY OF CHRIS TEDJESKE

Tedjeske poses with other medalists after receiving gold at an international championship in Australia.

and money,” Chitwood said.
Before he was able to compete
at the world championships,
Tedjeske had to attend multiple two-day training camps
and competitions in the U.S.
The World Sport Jiu-Jitsu
conference in Australia, was
Tedjeske’s first time outside
the U.S and a he won a gold

medal.
He admitted that getting
the gold was a lot of work, but
said, “It’s fun, too. You kind
of become a family when you
travel with these people, people from New York, people
from Virginia … We all get together and have a good time.”
Tedjeske says that if all goes

well, the team will compete a
second time at the championships in Ireland in June. He
expressed gratitude for his
experiences and for the emotional support and f lexibility
in his work schedule that he
received from his department
at Kenyon which made them
possible.

Senior Class Total:

Junior Class Total:

Sophomore Class Total:

First-Year Class Total:

16

14

16

13

Answer

Fletcher Hartman ‘18

Diego Fajardo ‘19

Lauren Onel ‘20

Stephen Kelly ‘21

What country was banned from
the next winter Olympics?

Russia

Russia

Russia

Russia

Saudi Arabia

What is the state animal of
Ohio?

White-tailed deer

Crawdad

Chipmunk

White-tailed deer

Wolverine

Which New Apartment (New
Apt) block no longer exists?

E

E

A

E

D

Which Kenyon professor has been
rated the most times on Rate My
Professor?

Professor of Political
Science Fred Baumann

Royal Rhoda

Kluge

Fred Baumann

Spiekermann
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Vacation on the
Hill: the students
who stay
JUSTIN SUN | FEATURES EDITOR
PHOTOS BY KIM DAVIDSON AND NIKKI ANDERSON

Above: Xiaoxuan Hu ’20 has stayed at Kenyon for the past three breaks because it is too expenisve to fly home. She works several jobs and has learned to enjoy the calm.

For the majority of Kenyon’s tant dean of students said. “Kenyon
students, school breaks mean a trip becomes their home for four years
back home and long days spent when they come here.”
hanging around their hometown.
What is Gambier like for these
But for those who stay on campus, it students? What do they do? They
can mean seeing an entirely different certainly do their fair share of Netside of Gambier.
flix-watching, but they also have the
“It didn’t feel so much like col- opportunity to experience Gambier
lege,” Jalon Eason ’17 said. “There in an entirely new way. Without the
weren’t a lot
usual college
of people surenvironment
You get to
rounding you,
surroundhang out with
and you didn’t
ing
them,
see your pro- people who you otherstudents can
fessors.” Eason wise wouldn’t normally
expand their
stayed during talk to.
social netthe second half
works, meetof spring breaks
ing
other
Jalon Eason ’17
after
touring
students and
with the Chamlocal
resiber Singers and also during summer dents and visiting nearby places that
breaks as a break Community Advi- they would not normally get to see.
sor (CA).
“There’s this store in Mount VerStudents stay on campus for a va- non that’s completely dedicated to
riety of reasons, most commonly be- clocks… It’s like clocks and then
cause they live too far away to make kaleidoscopes,” Shara Morgan ’20,
travel feasible, because going home is who stayed on campus this past
too expensive or because they have Thanksgiving break, said. “I made
difficult relationships with their friends with the people who owned
families, according to Engel-Hell- that shop, and I talked about D&D
man. Whatever the reason, around [Dungeons and Dragons] with the
100 students stay on campus for son of the man who owns it for like
most breaks. This past Thanksgiv- an hour.”
ing break, 109 students stayed for the
Morgan, who could not afford to
full week. Many more stayed for just travel home over the break, decided
a few days.
to spend a day wandering around
“For some people, it’s really not Mount Vernon. She took photos of
a choice,” Jill Engel-Hellman, the the town and chatted with many
director of residential life and assis- shop owners around the Mount Ver-

“

non square.
Eason traveled even farther
during breaks. He visited Serpent
Mound, a more than 400-meterlong serpent-shaped effigy mound
in southern Ohio, and nearby Honey
Run Falls in Danville. He also enjoyed the mix of students he found
on campus. Every summer, the students who are on campus form a
community with its own Facebook
group called “Camp Kenyon.”
“You get to hang out with people
who you otherwise wouldn’t normally talk to,” Eason said. “I made a
lot of friends over the summer.”
Xiaoxuan Hu ’20 even got to see
a production put on by a children’s
theater group in Mount Vernon
while she was at Kenyon during a
break. The host mother (international students at Kenyon receive host
families) of one of Hu’s friends took
her into town, and together they saw
the local children’s rendition of the
musical Bye Bye Birdie. Hu also occasionally ate dinner with that family.
As an international student from
Wuhan, China, it can be expensive
for Hu to fly home, so instead she
has spent her past three breaks at
Kenyon. She holds several jobs on
campus, both as a tour guide and
an office assistant for the Center for
Global Engagement (CGE). Because
she is working most days, she said
that during breaks it can sometimes
feel as if she is no longer a college student.

“It feels just like work life as a
proper adult,” she said.
Eason agreed. “The only time
I left the house was to do my duty
rounds or get food and then I’d go
back to my apartment,” he said.
Part of that “adult” routine involves preparing meals for yourself.
Without access to Peirce, students
must cook for themselves, occasionally coming together to have meals
but frequently cooking on their own.
For the students who stay on campus because of financial reasons, this
can present a problem. They cannot
go home because it is too expensive,
but if they stay at Kenyon, they must
pay for their own meals. The Office
of Residential Life (ResLife) piloted
a program this year to address this
issue.
Students who are staying on campus over break can apply for a food
stipend. Those who qualify receive
$10 a day from ResLife to support
the purchase of food. Morgan used
this program and found it extremely
helpful.
“It’s accessible. You just have to
push for it,” she said. “It was definitely really helpful because I could
not have afforded to feed myself otherwise.”
With students staying indoors
or taking trips elsewhere, it would
seem like Kenyon’s campus was a
ghost town during breaks, but there
is still some life, especially during
the summer. Eason said that one of

the more interesting parts of Kenyon
during summer breaks was all the
different conferences and camps that
happened on campus. He saw band
camps, religious camps, cheer camps
and even a conference for barbershop quartets pass through.
“A bunch of quartets came,” he
said. “We saw them at the Cove [a
bar that used to exist in Gambier]
and they were doing different things.
They would just sing to us and we got
to go to their concerts.”
But students have their own
events too. This past break, Hu went
to two events sponsored by the Office of Diversity Equity and Inclusion. The first was a trip in Mount
Vernon to see the movie A Murder
on the Orient Express, and the second was a special Thanksgiving dinner.
As a break CA, Eason organized
several events over the summers.
He coordinated cookouts, potluck
dinners, t-shirt making activities
and runs to the farmer’s market in
Mount Vernon.
Though Hu has come to enjoy
the calm of breaks, she finds herself
getting asked to do a lot of favors for
people, such as taking care of their
plants, because she stays on campus.
“Every time someone asks me if
I’m staying over break, I know they
want something from me,” she said.
She will be staying on campus again
this winter break, this time with the
company of someone else’s plants.
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In spite of lead-hungry squirrels, sculpture returns to campus
Bronze copy of original from Ann and Graham Gund’s collection rests outside Gund Gallery.
DAN NOLAN
ARTS EDITOR

Outside the Gund Gallery, students sit on the base of
a sculpture: A reclining nude
woman places her left hand to
the side of her face, her hair
pushed backward by the wind.
It reappeared on campus this
fall without a name plate or an
explanation, leaving many students wondering, “What is this
sculpture?”
On an extended loan from
Ann Gund and Graham Gund
’63 H’81, its name is La Montagne, French for “the mountain.” It is a bronze exhibition
copy of a sculpture by French
artist Aristide Maillol, a contemporary of Paul Gauguin in
the early 20th century. While
the copy sits in front of the
Gund Gallery, the original is in
the Gallery’s storage. Like the
majority of Maillol’s other work,
La Montagne presents the female body in a style influenced
by Classical Greek and Roman
art.
Maillol based the piece on
his final famous muse, Russian

ANNMARIE MORRISON

Aristide Maillol’s 1934 sculpture La Montagne was orginally cast in lead, but squirrels chewed the soft
metal, damaging the sculpture. A bronze copy of the original work now sits outside the Gund Gallery.

Dina Vierny, who later became
a famous art dealer of Maillol’s
work. In 1934, at the age of 73,
Maillol asked the then fifteenyear-old Vierny to pose for his
works. She modeled for the majority of Maillol’s sculpture during the last 10 years of his life. La
Montagne is one of many works

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

of Vierny that thematically deal
with nature and the elements.
Others from this loose series
include Air from 1938 and The
River from 1943.
At the time of its creation in
1937, European militaries needed metal as Europe approached
World War II, so Maillol con-

structed the original from lead.
This choice of material is why
the original La Montagne currently sits in the Gallery’s storage: Squirrels constantly chewed
the soft lead.
Gund Gallery Director Natalie Marsh remembers attempting to cover the sculpture in fox

urine to attempt to curb damage
from these squirrels, and using
what finally worked: a chili powder and honey paste. But Marsh
wasn’t happy with this solution
either. “That prevented ongoing destruction, but then you’re
smearing this yucky gooey stuff
all over a sculpture,” she said.
The Gallery’s final decision
was to temporarily move it inside the building, where Kiki
Smith’s Her, the sculpture of a
woman and a deer, is currently
located. Finally, Ann and Graham Gund suggested that a copy
be made so that it could be in its
original location.
Nate Winer ’19 is one of the
many students who often sits
by La Montagne. He even posed
next to it for his Facebook profile picture. Winer likes the contrast between a classically styled
sculpture and thinks it fits in
well next to a modern building.
“The first time I saw it I was very
interested by it because I like
that style of art more,” he said.
“I’m not a huge fan of abstract
sculpture, so seeing the human
form drew me in.”

Small cast shines in Bright
Half Life’s warped chronology
FRANCES SAUX | ASSOCIATE COPY EDITOR

Tanya Barfield’s Bright Half Life is a series of fragments, a choreography comprised of the disparate motions of a relationship: Erica (Emma Dunlop ’18) would
like to take a job in a different city, but Vicky (Elizabeth Iduma ’20) wants her to
stay in New York. Vicky dreams of going skydiving, but Erica is scared of heights.
They both want to get married — but Erica can’t seem to muster a proper proposal.
In some ways, the play, directed by Sean Seu ’19 and put on by Stage Femmes
in the Black Box Theater last weekend, takes the most basic rule of playwriting to
heart: Put two characters in a room together and get one of them to want whatever
the other one is not prepared to give.
On the other hand, the story is told out of chronological order, jumping back and
forth across decades and using little in terms of props or a set. In the play’s disconnected scenes, we follow Erica and Vicky from the day they meet at work, through
their first dates and the milestones of their marriage and past their divorce.
Both leads of this tricky play gave strong performances. Iduma and Dunlop were
adept at switching between scenes, often moving from anger to giddiness in a matter of seconds.
This production also made efficient use of its bare set. The string of a kite, which
descended from the ceiling on two occasions, was one of the only props. Small
changes in sound or lighting moved the characters to new locations. In one scene,
Vicky jumps (believably) on a wooden box that is supposed to be a bed in a mattress store.
Part of what makes their relationship compelling is that Erica and Vicky have
conspicuously different personalities. Erica is impulsive and a romantic. Vicky, on
the other hand, is precise and professional. She is the one who handles the details
of their relationship. She often must tell Erica where to find household items, and
she nags Erica about caring for their children. Yet it is Erica who takes the steps to
progress their relationship. It is she who asks Vicky — her supervisor at work — on
a date. It is she, also, who proposes, who wants to have kids and who eventually
separates from Vicky.
Told out of order, the play traces this journey at all of its critical junctures, in
the moments when the characters must make a decision that will either pull them
closer together or tear them apart. The tension does not come from where they will
end up, or whether they will regret their choices; we pretty much know all those
answers from the start. In the world of the play, it is more how they will get to their
decision.
By the play’s end, it is pointless to try to decide whether the relationship succeeded or not. The play is a rejection of the narrative that a relationship is a means
to an end. What matters more is that it was powerful — and that it was shared.
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NIKKI ANDERSON

The Fall Dance Concert will feature a series of student choreographies. Visiting Instructor of Dance Smitha Magal’s experience with Indian dance has inspired choreography
in the concerts for the past few years, though some choreography draws inspiration from other influences. Dances will be performed Dec. 7, 8 and 9 in the Hill Theater.

Fall concert will showcase student, professor choreography

Primarily student-choreographed dances feature a variety of costumes, styles and music.
CLARA YETTER
STAFF WRITER

The heavy jangling of anklets, the
f lash of colorful saris and pounding of feet created a small cacophony
in the Hill Theater on Monday night.
It was one of many rehearsals for the
Fall Dance Concert, to be performed
Thursday, Dec. 7 through Saturday,
Dec. 9.
This year’s concert is a diverse program, boasting eight pieces — all of
varying styles, costumes and music
— and six of which are choreographed
by students. The opening group, comprised of eight dancers, will present
a piece in the Bharatanatyam style,
a classical dance form with roots in
southern India. The piece is percussive and controlled, each hand motion
telling the story of Govardhana Giridhara, a hymn of praise to the deity

Krishna. Thanks to Visiting Instructor of Dance Smitha Magal, the department has been excited to be able to
incorporate several Indian dances into
their concerts over the past two years.
“We welcome and foster versatility in the Department of Dance, Drama and Film,” Professor of Dance
Balinda Craig-Quijada said about the
various collaborations within the department. For example, Assistant Professor of Drama Tatjana Longerot designed most of the dancers’ costumes,
while students in Associate Professor
of Drama Rebecca Wolf ’s The Lighting Designer class are in charge of the
show’s lighting design.
Assistant Professor of Dance Kora
Radella will also have her work, Retracing, performed with the composition of Ross Feller, associate professor
of music. “Retracing was created with
the idea of being tethered yet finding

freedom within,” Radella said. “The
long cloth of the costume is like an
umbilical cord which eventually needs
to be shed, yet leaves a permanent imprint on the individual.”
Many students were inspired by
their teachers as they established their
creative visions. Although faculty direct the show, arrange the production
schedule and lead feedback sessions
for the choreographers, it is the students who are responsible for organizing their rehearsals and casting, while
also communicating with their professors and directors.
Laura David ’18, a dance major who
choreographed a piece as part of her
senior exercise, attests to the level of
commitment needed to produce the
concert.
“Most pieces meet twice a week for
two hours, and rehearsals are entirely
student-run,” David said. “Choreog-

raphers and professors meet for hours
discussing and critiquing the presented works to provide feedback that can
then be brought back to rehearsals.”
Severine Kaufman is the only other
senior choreographer. Her piece explores the comforts and discomforts
of surveillance.
Yet many different levels of experience are represented, such as the work
of sophomores Mackenna Goodrich
and Erin Donnelly, who are choreographing for the first time.
Craig-Quijada seems excited for the
final product. “The Fall Dance Concert not only enhances our education
as movers, but it really brings together
and unifies the students and faculty,”
she said.
The Fall Dance Concert will be performed Dec. 7, 8 and 9 at 8 p.m. in the
Hill Theater.

Maria Brescia-Weiler ’19 spins sociology coursework into play
ZOE CASE
STAFF WRITER

In Rooted: Stories of Knox
County, Kenyon students and
lifelong Knox County residents
come together to share stories
about their communities.
The project began in the
Life Along the Kokosing class
with Professor Emeritus of
Sociology Howard Sacks, researcher and playwright of
Rooted Maria Brescia-Weiler
’19 said. Her mission was to
fully research and document
the autobiographical narrative
of one Knox County resident.
That single interview not
only served as an assignment
for the class, but also sparked
Brescia-Weiler’s theatrical creativity. She began to imagine
the structure for a play. She
would interview a few Knox

County residents: people who
live in Mount Vernon, Gambier and the surrounding areas, and who hold all kinds
of positions. From there, she
would compile the interviews
into a play about the stories of
people who love their county and people who find their
home problematic or alienating at times.
Rooted will go up in Mount
Vernon in collaboration with
MTVarts, a Mount Vernon
theater production company.
The play is a series of dramatized readings of the edited
interviews. It was inspired by
The Laramie Project, Moisés
Kaufman’s 2000 play about the
murder of Matthew Shepard
in Wyoming, which brought
attention to the lack of hate
crime laws in many states.

Brescia-Weiler compiled and dents of Knox County in thirconnected the interviews over teen interviews to write the
the summer, placing contrast- final paper, “Stories of Knox
ing narratives together.
County.” The result of those
“I always wanted to do a play interviews? A few surprising
and this summer I read the in- trends.
terviews over and over again
“The play is structured by
and started
these
emocopying
tional trends
I’m trying to let
and pastthat emerged,”
people in this
ing … I do
Brescia-Weithink the community speak for
ler said. She
themes re- themselves.
saw similarially
kind
ties in the
of merged Maria Brescia-Weiler ’19
thoughts
of
on
their
people from
own, which
a diverse age
made it easier,” she said.
range, populated with people
Brescia-Weiler, along with of different racial and socioher co-authors on the paper economic backgrounds. “Like
— Sarah Aguilar ’19, Mary both an 88-year-old and an
Grace Detmer ’19 and Gabriel 18-year-old said that we just
Jimenez-Ekman ’19 — ulti- need to be communicating
mately spoke with fifteen resi- better, which is really cool.”

“

One general trend was the
worry about drug usage in
Knox County. “There were
a lot of concerns about safety here,” Brescia-Weiler said.
“But there’s also a deep appreciation for being in a community of this size.”
Each of the stories depicted in Rooted has a common
thread of plot and a purpose.
“Especially since, over the past
year, so much has been written about rural communities,”
Brescia-Weiler said. “I think
I’m trying to let people in this
community speak for themselves.”
Rooted: Stories of Knox
County opens Dec. 9 at 7:30
p.m. and Dec. 10 at 2 p.m. at
Warehouse 13 in Mount Vernon.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Net neutrality:
Our democracy
is at stake.
The Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) announced its plans to eliminate key net neutrality regulations next week, according to the Washington Post. This decision marks the end of the internet as a platform for democracy within the United
States.
De-regulating the internet will allow service providers to charge different rates for select websites. For
example, certain news sites like the New York Times
and CNN could cost more to access than some of
their counterparts. This discrepancy in cost could
lead to a change in the way we access information. In
an age where the president has publicly denounced
media outlets for pushing “fake news,” it is important for each citizen to have unfettered access to the
troves of information provided by the internet. Under the FCC’s proposed ruling next week, this could
all change.
Democracies are founded upon the idea of providing a voice for the people, but democracy is only
effective when the people are informed. By stifling
the speed and access of the internet for those who are
not able to afford the increased charges, the FCC is
essentially stifling the ability of the American people
to stay informed.
In light of Congress’s tax bill which will institute a
sweeping tax cut for the upper echelon of American
society, it has become increasingly important for everyone to have access to information. If the internet
becomes just another arena for corporations to lobby
for political control, where will there ever be another
space to level the proverbial playing field? How can
the American ethos revolve around free speech and
free expression if our government allows the single
most accessible mode for speech and communication — the internet — to come under the control of
a select few corporations? How can we stand idly by
while our ability to consume and produce content
without restraint is stripped away?
Information should not be auctioned off to the
highest bidder. The internet should remain a free
space for our citizens to participate in national discourse because the fate of our democratic process is
dependent on the ability of our citizens to access information freely. The actions of the FCC will jeopardize our access to information and our democratic
way of life.
Money should not interfere with free speech, and
“fake news” will be the only news, under the FCC’s
proposed changes.
This week’s staff editorial was written by two executive editors of the Collegian, editor-in-chief Bailey
Blaker ’18 and managing editor Lauren Eller ’18. You
can contact them at blakerb@kenyon.edu and ellerl@
kenyon.edu, respectively.

The opinions page is a space for members of the
community to discuss issues relevant to the campus and the
world at large. The opinions expressed on this page belong
only to the writer. Columns and letters to the editors do not
reflect the opinions of the Collegian staff. All members of the
community are welcome to express opinions through a letter
to the editor.
The Kenyon Collegian reserves the right to edit all letters
submitted for length and clarity. The Collegian cannot accept
anonymous or pseudonymous letters. Letters must be signed
by individuals, not organizations, and must be 200 words or
fewer. Letters must also be received no later than the Tuesday
prior to publication. The Kenyon Collegian prints as many
letters as possible each week subject to space, interest and
appropriateness. Members of the editorial board reserve the
right to reject any submission. The views expressed in the
paper do not necessarily reflect the views of Kenyon College.

LUCY IRWIN | CONTRIBUTOR

Board of Trustees needs student members
JULIETTE MOFFROID
CONTRIBUTOR

to discuss the establishment of a program
for a current student or recent graduate to
At a special assembly of the College be appointed to the Board of Trustees.
almost three months ago, President Sean
While these issues — and many more
Decatur remarked, “There are moments — come from very different sectors of the
in every institution’s history where points campus, one thing seems to unite all of
of convergence become points of inflec- them. There is a distrust, perhaps a crisis
tion.” His words were full of optimism: of confidence, from the students regarding
The largest financial gift in Kenyon’s his- Kenyon’s administration (not limited to
tory, $75 million, had the potential to fulfill Student Affairs). According to the HEDS
numerous parts of both the Kenyon 2020 Campus Climate survey done last year,
Strategic Plan and the 2014 Campus Mas- only 50 percent of Kenyon students feel
ter Plan.
that the administration fosters a positive
But outside of Ransom Hall, there is a campus climate (Question 2, pp. 4).
different feeling. NumerFor a presious individual students
dent
whose
Having recent
and organizations feel that
hallmark 2020
alumni or curKenyon is either changing
Plan includes,
for the worse, or failing to rent students on the
among
othchange for the better. Last Board of Trustees would er things, to
month, we saw thumbs“build combetter account for the
down posters bearing the
munity
on
words “Farewell, Old Ke- experience of current
campus … that
nyon” around campus ad- students.
enhances the
vocating for student voices
learning envito be heard. Separately, seronment and
niors received an email from Sam Troper strengthens lifelong ties with the College,”
encouraging them to withhold gifts to the the fact that so many students feel this way
Kenyon Senior Fund.
should not be acceptable.
These two campaigns both intend to
There is no quick fix to this problem.
address many areas of student concern. The College — driven by the Board of
Many feel changes to K-Card access policy Trustees — has to meet obligations and
damaged the community that we suppos- must be competitive in today’s admisedly aim to build. Some feel that the Col- sions climate. But the balance between
lege’s choice to let its insurance provider’s maintaining our traditions (another 2020
“best practices” dictate student life — the Plan goal) and aligning with best practices
practice of rugby and rock-climbing out- must be found. And it is clear that at this
side — has restricted organizations and moment in the College’s history, many
club sports teams. Others feel that the Col- students worry that the balance has tipped
lege needs to do a better job recruiting a one way.
diverse student body and making the hisThe most recent alumni on Kenyon’s
toric campus more accessible. Still more board of trustees graduated in 2005, which
are angry that the College has not done leaves many alumni voices unheard and
enough to reduce its carbon footprint.
unaccounted for. Many small colleges,
In order to address these concerns and including Bates, Dickinson, Connecticut,
ensure that student voices are heard, we Skidmore and Carleton Colleges, among
are asking President Sean Decatur and the others, have implemented young alumni
Board of Trustees to form a working group trustee programs in which recent gradu-

“

ates are elected to the board as full voting
members for two or three years. Other colleges — Colorado College and Hobart and
William Smith Colleges — have current
students on their boards of trustees. This
is a growing movement among colleges,
among them many Ivy League schools,
implementing their own young alumni
trustee programs. Having recent alumni
or current students on the Board of Trustees would better account for the experience of current students, and strategies for
communication and engagement would
be grounded in the current Kenyon community.
The idea of having a current student or
young alumni trustee program is something that has been discussed briefly in
recent years among the student council
and recent alumni. We believe that this
point in time, with tensions running high
between the administration and the student body, is the right time to enact these
changes. Since our college places a large
emphasis on community and communication it reasons that its students should
have a representative for the current experience at Kenyon as well as a platform to be
heard on the Board of Trustees.
Signatures are still being collected and
there will be a meeting during the first
weeks back at school to discuss the next
steps to accomplish this goal.
Juliette Moffroid ’18 is an English major
from Basalt, Colo. You can contact her at
moffroidj@kenyon.edu.
Moffroid wrote this piece with the expresseed support of sixteen student leaders: Ari Tooch ’19, Audrey Neubauer ’19,
Caroline Daugherty ’18, Colin Cowperthwaite ’18, Eliza Cohen ’18, Evan Cree Gee
’18, Frances Matthews ’18, Hannah Russ
’18, Heather Pacheco ’18, Joshua YuenSchat ’18, Katherine Samples ’18, Lindsay
McLaughlin ’18, Lindsay Stoner ’18, Mary
Liz Brady ’18, Ryan Muzzio ’18 and Sam
Troper ’18.
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Campus democracy can coexist with a respect for diversity
Nov. 16 staff editorial sparks conversation regarding efficacy of top-down policy changes.
PAUL MURPHY
CONTRIBUTOR

The editors of The Kenyon Collegian recently wrote a staff editorial entitled “Student Campaigns
Deserve More Focus.” As a participant in one of these campaigns, I
commend them for this. After all,
what is a protest campaign if not a
call for change? How can change
be achieved if not through focused attention and action?
However, I found it unfortunate that the editors of the Collegian chose to write an editorial
based on incorrect assumptions. I
also found it strange that the editors wrote that “the idea of a democracy on college campuses can
be problematic,” which seems to
contradict their sentiment from
the staff editorial of Oct. 12, that
it was right to “question the commitment of colleges to democracy
if they are not willing to have students participate at an administrative level.”
I have been a part of the First
Year Council, Committee on

Housing and Dining, Division
Housing Board, Student Council and Greek Council Executive Board. I am aware that my
experience with these organizations does not reflect every person’s experience, but it is unfair
to claim that I have not thought
deeply about how democratic and
governmental institutions function at Kenyon. It was also unfair
to imply that the campaign for
greater self-governance is somehow only an issue for Greek organizations.
I understand that the nature
of Greek organizations living together might make it obvious that
many members of Greek life support the movement, but the reality is that dozens of the posters
are up in the windows of students
who are not members of Greek
organizations, and I know that
many more agree with the sentiment expressed by them.
Obviously Kenyon should never be a total democracy. There are
many decisions, including those

CROSSWORD
ACROSS
1. The fundamentals
5. SI unit of electrical resistance
8. Pig
11. Improv style
12. Mixed-up vowels
14. seitrap ta desu puc deR
17. Pi
19. Business, abbr.
20. Common C++ object
21. The most square
22. Nothing
24. Indian garments
25. Southeast Asian language
26. Salt for le chef
27. Undertaking
30. Emergency hospital
centers
32. Matt Mandel and Gavin
Coon
35. Fathers, informally
36. Pepper on?
37. Style guide org.
38. On Middle Path, you can
buy a ___ __ _____ jam
(three words)
40. Robert Burns or J.K.
Rowling
41. Chunky salsa
42. Educational simulation
of diplomacy
43. University in Tempe,
Arizona
44. Q: When’s the party?
A: ___ __ ten! (two words)
46. Number of apostles

related to hiring and construction, that can and should be made
by administrators (or by employees, faculty, President Sean Decatur, etc.).
But changes to the student
handbook, changes to the way
students are allowed to gather
and other new policies governing the daily life of our community should go through the regular democratic processes that
have been used at Kenyon for a
long time. The Campus Senate
has representatives from the student body, the faculty and the administration of Kenyon. It is not
dominated by students, and it is
not incapable of making important decisions.
Of course, the hundreds of students that expressed support for
this movement need to take time
to consider historically marginalized students, especially students
of color. Kenyon’s institutions of
self-governance must create clear
ways for marginalized voices to
be heard. That is why our Student

“

It is urgent that we work to be sure
that there is a place where consensus
can be built on what our community stands
for.

Council includes a representative
for the Council of Diversity and
Social Justice and a Title IX subcommittee.
But fostering understanding is
not just about representation; it is
about the democratic process itself. If some actual decision making power is vested in the democratic process, students will feel
more of an obligation to remain
aware of community issues and
to voice their own concerns.
If a proposed change must pass
Campus Senate, the surrounding
discussion will require compromise and facilitate understanding
that simply does not take place
when changes are implemented from above. Everyone who
has been paying attention to the
transformation of Kenyon’s social

and housing policy over the past
four years recognizes that it is increasingly unlikely for members
of different social circles and organizations to interact. As a result
it is urgent that we work to be sure
that there is a place where consensus can be built on what our community stands for.
When the members of our
community feel that they have no
power to influence the decisions
being made, they have no incentive to communicate and build
consensus. That is why we need
to work toward greater self-governance.
Paul Murphy ’18 is a political
science major from Arlington, Va.
You can contact him at murphyp@
kenyon.edu.

Jane Lindstrom
CONTRIBUTOR

49. “She ain’t got no _____
__ the bank” (two words)
52. Important corporate
player
53. “Big” timepiece
54. May this building rest in
peace
57. Soft mineral
58. Hand-me-downs from
parents
59. Official language of
Pakistan
60. Cost
61. Bert’s best friend, for
short
62. What you hit a golfball
off of

15. Military officer, abbr.
17. Admirer of Narcissus
18. Leave the Golden Gate
city
23. Neither a solid nor a
liquid
24. All the way up? (Alternate title for a John Green
book?)
26. Newt relative
28. Production Stage Manager for Be Aggressive
29. Iconic Kenyon building,
on its head
30. Ale
31. What you might do on a
KCOC trip
32. ___ Mahal
DOWN
33. Failing mark
34. College entrance exam
1. Beatboxer for the Ransom 36. “Who ____ __?” by the
Notes
Notorious B.I.G. (two words)
2. Bacon, scrambled
39. Chemistry or physics
3. Where you learn to inte40. 157.50° on a compass
grate
43. Gone missing, for short
4. An important test
45. Superficially burn
5. “The love of Kenyon, __
46. Lemon Lift and Conmother”
stant Comment
6. One of the Montgolfier
47. Green, in Lima
brothers was proud of ___ 48. Follow
_______ (two words)
49. Witty saying
7. Fine house
50. Cartoon snowman
8. A text you might receive 51. Its sources include the
in an afternoon language
White and the Blue
class
51. Communist revolutionary
9. Ye ____ Shoppe
52. Fake news, according to
10. Slimes
Donald Trump
12. “I’ll do it!”
55. Make-up professional,
13. Poetic contraction
abbr.

No correct solutions were submitted for the last edition. Make sure you try
again this week!
Did you finish this crossword? Be the first to email a photo of your finished
crossword to collegian@kenyon.edu for a chance to get a shoutout!
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Athletic Di- Kenyon falls to Denison in triple overtime
rector retires Matt Shifrin ’19 scores 23 points, Laub ’18 records a double-double.
after 15 years
NOAH NASH
NEWS EDITOR

PETER DOLA AND ADAM SCHWAGER
SPORTS EDITOR AND SPORTS ASSISTANT

After more than 15 years at
Kenyon, Athletic Director Peter Smith has decided to retire at
the end of the semester. From the
position he has held since 2002.
Smith will now focus on his family and caring for his youngest son,
according to an email sent by Vice
President for Student Affairs Meredith Bonham ’92 on Wednesday.
Smith came to Kenyon due to
his expertise both as an athletic
director at Wesleyan College in
Macon, Ga. and as the swim coach
for Emory University in Atlanta,
Ga., where he guided the program
to national prominence.
“What makes Peter special is
the level of support he gave to the
individual athlete,” Sadiq Jiwa ’18,
a member of the Lords golf team,
said. “[On] multiple occasions,
have I seen Peter talking individually with student athletes, myself included. [I] always enjoyed
the 20-minute golf conversations
when he visits me in the training
room.”
During Smith’s time at Kenyon, the Lords and Ladies won 18

I have always been impressed with how resolute Kenyon athletes are.
Peter Smith, Athletic Director
National Collegiate Athletic Conference (NCAA) championships
and 45 North Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC) championships.
Three of his coaches were named
NCAA coach of the year.
“There are multiple occasions
that I think of, especially in championships situations, I have always
been impressed with how resolute
Kenyon athletes are,” Smith said.
“I have always sensed Kenyon
students have focus and staying
power and an intrinsic desire to
prevail and win. There is a level
of sportsmanship Kenyon athletes
have.”
For the spring 2018 semester,
Associate Athletic Director and
Aquatics Director Amy Heasley
Williams ’88 will serve as the interim athletic director. Before becoming a sports administrator at
her alma mater, Williams served
as a collegiate swim coach for 14
years, including six years as a head
coach at Trinity College, Conn.
The College plans to start a nationwide search for a new athletic
director shortly and hopes to have
the position filled by the summer.
Noah Nash contributed reporting.

On Saturday afternoon,
the Lords (4-2) dropped their
first North Coast Athletic
Conference (NCAC) game of
the season, losing to Denison
University, 84-83, in triple
overtime. In front of a large
crowd, the Lords jumped out
to a 13-point lead with two
minutes left in the first half
but were unable to hold on
for the win.
The Lords still held the
lead at 34-27, at the end of
the first half. However, a
number of Lords turnovers
and shaky offensive play
gave the Big Red an opportunity to get back in the game.
Denison went a second-half
run that concluded with a
56-51 lead with just over two
minutes left.
The Lords came up big in
order to extend the game past
the NCAA 40 minutes. Junior guard Matt Shifrin got
the hot hand, hitting three
consecutive three pointers
to tie the game at 60. Kenyon
survived a couple of final

second shot attempts from
Denison in order to send the
game into overtime.
In the first overtime, the
Lords held a three-point lead
with 20 seconds left, but
were not rewarded for their
strong defensive effort. With
a hand in his face, Denison’s Maxwell Siwik buried
a three-pointer from the left
wing, def lating the crowd
and silencing Tomsich Arena, and sent the game into a
second overtime. The second
overtime was not quite as
dramatic, with neither team
scoring in the final minute.
An
unlucky
bounce
doomed the Lords in their
third overtime. Kenyon held
a two-point lead with 17 seconds left and Denison’s Johnny Vernasco went to the line
for two free throws. Vernasco made the first free throw,
but bricked the second one,
with the ball bouncing hard
toward the sideline.
Denison’s Garrett Collier out-hustled the Kenyon defenders and collected
the ball before Alex Laub’s
’18 momentum caused him

COURTESY OF KENYON ATHLETICS

Phillip Crampton ’18 and Alex Cate ’21 play defense against Albion College on Nov. 17. The Lords are now 4-2 on the season.

to foul, sending Collier to
the line. Collier made both
his free throws and Phillip
Crampton ’18 missed a goahead three-pointer as time
expired.
In the loss, Shifrin led the
team with 23 points, while
Laub had a double-double
with 12 points and 13 re-

bounds.
On Wednesday night, the
Lords defeated Allegheny
College 64-62 as they fended
off a late comeback by the
Gators.
The Lords will play again
on
Saturday
afternoon
against Wabash College at
home.

Ladies shut down Tigers, Gators and Big Red
Ladies basketball improves to 7-1 after winning six straight games.
WILL ROSSITER
STAFF WRITER

The Ladies basketball team took down
the Wittenberg University Tigers by a
score of 64-50 last Wednesday. The win
was a strong start to their North Coast
Athletic Conference (NCAC) schedule,
and the Ladies improved their record to
5-1.
The Ladies had the advantage from
the outset. Kenyon outscored Wittenberg
25-10 in the first quarter, due in part to a
strong performance from Jessica Gerber
’19, who tallied 17 points in 37 minutes.
On the other side, Wittenberg’s Delaney
Williams and Sydney Mayle combined
for 24 of the Tigers’ 50 points.
The Ladies put forth a team effort on
both sides of the ball. Four players scored
in double figures, and the team tallied 18
assists compared to Wittenberg’s six. The
Ladies had crisp passing throughout the
game, led by starting guards Gerber and
Sharon Hull ’19. Defensively, the Ladies
outscored the Tigers 29 to four off turnovers and tallied 15 steals.
The Tigers came into the game averaging the most points in the NCAC. Despite
this offensive prowess, Kenyon was able
to hold them to a season low of 50 points.
The Tigers outscored the Ladies 22-10
in the paint, a fact that had no bearing
on the outcome of the game. The Ladies
made up for it with efficient offense and,
most importantly, by forcing Wittenberg
to turn the ball over. The turnover margin
and points off turnovers were the game’s

deciding factors.
On Saturday, the Ladies edged out the
Denison University Big Red by a score of
48-46. The win keeps the Ladies undefeated in conference play at 2-0. It was
a defensive battle throughout the game.
Gerber again led Kenyon’s scoring with
12 points but was the only Lady in double
figures.
Denison’s offense was paced by the
play of their promising sophomore, and
leading scorer, Lauren Hofer. An imposing 5’10” Ohio native, Hofer tallied
14 points, again the only member of her
team in double digits. She also managed
two blocks and a steal for the Big Red.
The Ladies were up by as many as 12
in the contest and led by 10 in the fourth
quarter. However, Denison surged back

in the final period. The Big Red even managed to take a one-point lead late in the
game, only to have it snatched away for
good by the Ladies. Kenyon was poised
down the stretch. Griffin Tullis ’18 and
Paige Matijasich ’20 each hit pivotal free
throws to help seal the deal.
“It was a good game to test our mental
toughness as a team, and we were happy
with the outcome,” Tullis said.
On Wednesday night, the Ladies defeated Allegheny College 65-42 and
pushed their winning sreak to six, as
Matijasich led the way with 16 points.
The Ladies hope to tack on more wins
in the nine games before classes resume
after break and assert themselves as one
of the top teams in the NCAC for a second straight year.

COURTESY OF KENYON ATHLETICS

Jessica Gerber ’19 calmly dribbles up the court surrounded by Denison defenders.
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Lords, Ladies swim and dive their way to first at the TPSC

Julia Wilson ’18 led the way for the Ladies, breaking her own 100-yard breaststroke record.

KIM DAVIDSON

KIM DAVIDSON

The Lords dominated the competition at the TPSC, coming in first by 1,204.5 points.

The Ladies came first in eight of the 12 events, scoring 2,797 and a first-place finish.

PETER DOLA
SPORTS EDITOR

Lords swimming and diving capped
off the Total Performance Sports Camp
(TPSC) Invitational with wins in six
events on Saturday night in Gambier.
They captured a win in the invitational
for the first time since 2009.
Kenyon finished the weekend with
a dominant 2,701.5 points. Carnegie
Mellon University followed up in second with 1,497 points.
Connor Rumpit ’20 and Tim Hagemeister ’21 started the Lords off right
foot with a first- and second-place finish in the 500-yard-freestyle. They finished with times of 4:27.71 and 4:30.29,
respectively. Hagemeister narrowly
beat out The Ohio State University
first-year Carson Burt, who finished
with a 4:30.56 time.
Kenyon also shined in the 200-yard
backstroke event; the Lords finished in
each of the top five spots, led by Michael Bartholomew ’20 with a time of
1:48.99.
Matt Leenhouts ’18 tallied another

win for the Lords in the 200-yard individual medley, clocking a 1:48.72 time.
Bartholomew came in second place
with a 1:51.10 time.
Rounding out the individual wins
for the Lords were David Fitch ’21 in
the 100-yard butterf ly and Humphrey
Pruett ’19 in the 200-yard breaststroke.
The Lords’ final win came in the
400-yard freestyle relay, where the
quartet of Tommy Weiss ’20, Robert
Williams ’19, Reilly Shields ’19 and
Fitch edged Ohio State’s team by just
under 0.4 seconds to claim first place.
“Swimming is all about who can
pull the most water the fastest, and after three days of intense competition,
pulling water becomes rather difficult,” Doni Moffa ’18 said. “The Lords
and Ladies showed up to the meet Saturday night with a fierce determination to pull the most water out of any
team in the pool.”
The Lords’ next meet will be on Jan.
4 when they travel to Sarasota, Fla.
to take on Washington University of
St. Louis and the United States Coast
Guard Academy.

MADDIE MORGAN
STAFF WRITER

Competing against a field of Division I, II
and III schools, the Ladies swimming and diving team swept the competition this past weekend at the Total Performance Sports Camp
(TPSC) Invitational. With 2,797 points, the Ladies finished with a dominant lead over Carnegie Mellon University (1,593), The Ohio State
University (1,557.5), Davidson College (1,024.5),
Susquehanna University (465), Grove City College (405) and Ashland University (84).
The meet, which consisted of multiple event
victories and record-breaking swims, proved to
be a successful three days for the Ladies. Kenyon earned first in eight of the 12 events. This
was Kenyon’s first win at this meet in 11 years.
“It was a meet where we were really able to
put ourselves out there and just race without
thinking too hard, which made it fun and exciting,” Julia Wilson ’18 said. “People performed
really well across the board, and it was really fun
to watch.” Wilson broke both the pool and meet
record for the 100-yard breaststroke (1:01.35),
a record she set just last year. She also finished
first in the 200-yard breaststroke.
The 200-yard medley quartet of Crile Hart

Student-athletes balance school with injuries
ADAM SCHWAGER
SPORTS ASSISTANT

On Aug. 15, life changed drastically for
Lords football standout Rob Meagher ’19.
The running back tore his ACL during a preseason practice, a devastating injury that cost
him his entire season and forced him into
months of rehabilitation.
“I tell my friends, my family back home
that I’m injured and they’re like, ‘Oh that
sucks man, but at least you’ll have time to focus on school,’ but that’s just like a complete
paradox,” Meagher said. “Between practice
and meetings and walkthroughs, it’s the same
amount of time, if not more, with rehab.” For
Meagher, there was also a psychological effect of not being able to play the sport that he
came to play at Kenyon. “There’s a motivation
issue that I’ve experienced without playing,”
he said.
Having an injury is an unfortunate circumstance for any student, but particularly
on a campus that claims to be walkable like
Kenyon. However, for about a third of the
student population, injuries, ranging from
minor to serious, are a general expectation
rather than an unfortunate accident.
“If there’s around 600 varsity athletes, I
would say on any given year there’s a solid

chance we work with 20 percent of that population minimum,” said Mark Teeples, head
athletic trainer for the Lords and Ladies. In a
facility walkthrough, Teeples pointed toward
the seven medical tables in the trainer’s office
and said, “On any given day at 4 o’clock, these
tables are all full.”
The athletic trainers don’t just deal with
athletes so injured they can’t play; they also
help players with minor injuries to get them
through the season. “Someone like Rob got
hurt early in preseason and he got that treatment all the way through, but there’s other
athletes who get an injury and we work with
them every day in order to get them through
the season safely,” Teeples said.
Swimmer Paige Haden ’20 originally had
one of those nagging injuries. “I ended up
rolling my ankle pretty badly over the summer while I was running in about August,
and due to some confusion about what the injury really was they didn’t really diagnose me
until after several X-rays and MRIs until the
end of October,” Haden said. She proceeded
to have surgery and has been in a boot since
then. Originally on crutches, once she realized that traveling around about three miles
a day was too difficult, she was able to contact
Student Accessibility and Support Services to
get a golf cart.

As an athlete struggling through an injury, Haden’s schedule was filled before her
surgery. “I started off the season trying to
do everything, I was doing pool practices in
the morning and at night, I was seeing the
trainers for at least an hour in the evenings
everyday, and I was doing PT [physical therapy] and icing, going back to the trainers for
half an hour or so after practice,” Haden
recalled. The grueling schedule left her little free time, especially at a school with a
course load as difficult as Kenyon’s. “I was
spending an hour and a half to two hours a
day in the trainers that I just do not have,”
Haden said.
For Meagher, he will continue rehab
throughout the remainder of this academic
year and will have to to sit out spring football as he prepares for his senior season,
when he will hopefully be ready. Although
Haden just got back in the water for the first
time since her surgery on Monday, she’s not
sure when she’ll be able to return to competing.
“I’ve got about three more weeks in the
walking boot, then a brace and they say
by that point I’ll be walking normally but
whether that means I’ll be able to swim
[competitively] at that point, I’m not sure,”
Haden said.

’21, Hannah Orbach-Mandel ’19, Emmerson
Mirus ’21 and Wilson broke the pool and meet
record with a time of 1:41.89. Kenyon relay
teams also took second and third with times of
1:43:00 and 1:44:97, respectively.
Orbach-Mandel continued the winning
streak by claiming the top spots in the 100-yard
and 200-yard freestyle. Madeline Carlson ’19
was also successful in the meet, winning both
the one-meter and three-meter diving competitions.
Other notable performances include Marysol Arce ’19, cruising to a victory in the 1650yard freestyle with a time of 16:57.57, followed
by Scout Wilkins ’20 (17:03.79) and Kendall
Vanderhoof ’20 (17:11.94). The Ladies claimed
the top nine spots for this event, dominating the
competition.
Kenyon relay teams triumphed in both the
800-yard freestyle relay and the 400-yard medley relay. Kanchi Desai ’18, a member of the
winning 800-yard relay team, also swept the
competition in both the 200-yard butterfly and
400-yard individual medley.
The Ladies will head to Florida in January
to train and compete with Washington University in St. Louis and the United States Coast
Guard Academy.

THIS WEEK
IN KENYON
SPORTS
HISTORY:

This week in
1983, Kenyon
Ice Hockey
came back from
a 3-1 first period
deficit to defeat
Findlay College
7-4 and nab a
win in their season opener.

